Molecular structure and properties of fos-oncogene.
Finkel, Biskis and Jinkins murine osteosarcoma virus is a retrovirus that induces bone tumors in mice. The cellular homologue of this virus, c-fos, has been found in normal human and murine cells. This protooncogene is activated during several cell steps: is rapidly induced in cells stimulated to growth and to differentiate; often its induction precedes induction by other protooncogenes. The gene product is a phospho-nucleoprotein having a molecular weight of 55,000 d. The function of this protein is not known at the moment, opening a lot of interesting questions about the role of this protooncogene in normal cells.